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Do you want to gain a greater understanding of who you are? Take the simple but
accurate personality tests below and find out more about yourself!
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Imagine you were in the tank along with the fish. Which fish would you like
to be the most?

This test reveals whether you can get along with
your friends and family:

1.

You enjoy being surrounded by lots of your relatives and friends.
You can be over-possessive and sometimes this can hurt the people
around you. Just learn to relax. You have lots of friends, so there’s
no need to cling to just a few. Share your natural happiness around,
especially to your beloved ones.

. You are strong, brave and decisive. You are good at management

and leading. You’ll take care of your family to the best of your
abilities. When there is a problem, you’ll face it with no fear. You
are a true homely idol.

. The needs and wants of your family members will lag far behind

what your own needs and wants are. You’ll be isolated from them,
and live in your own little world. You should learn to care for your
friends and family and listen to advice and criticisms.

offFeere ©

O: A Magic Present

Imagine a wizard appeared and offered you a present. What

would you pick?

A. sex transformation pill

B. magic flying carpet

C. immortality pill (which enables you to live forever)
D. magic mirror (with which you can see the future)

This test reveals your spending style:

A. You often spend a lot of money on building up your relationships. The person who is close to you ought to take good care

of you.

B. You enjoy many activities. You also like traveling. You don’t want to give your money to others, preferring to spend just

for yourself. You never think of lavishing your money on unnecessary stuff.

C. You are good at getting things started, but not done. This is the same as your spending style. You rarely use your money.
You try to save every single cent and love to see higher figures in your bank accounts.

D. You like to know secrets about people. You are quite superstitious. Although you are very careful about spending your
money, you often end up spending a lot of money on unnecessary stuff.

® e o000 °
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7B Eric Chiu

In Hong Kong, taking courses in tutorial schools has already become a
prevailing trend among students. It seems that those exam-focused learning
centres can appeal to the hardworking boys and girls effectively. However,
appreciating applause and disapproving voice about this talk of the town
are both prevalent. So, are the impressionable minds wrongly misled or the
critical brains wisely enlightened?

The ambition of the exam-oriented schools is mainly to teach

candidates how to score high marks in examinations. Therefore, preparing
well-organized notes, providing
supplementary exercises as well
as spending most of the class
time explaining the essence of
the exam syllabus are all in the
training scheme. Thanks to the
additional resource, the students
are able to consolidate their
own intellectual foundation,
which eventually leads to
rilliant and gratifying exam
esults. A tutorial centre is just
like a helping hand bringing
the youth to the marvellous and
incredible paradise - university!
However, roses come with thorns. If the students do not chew the cud
before attending tutorial lessons, they will be doomed to disappointment.
I city, Hong Kong, the exam pressure has already
reached the boiling point. Every year, over ten thousand students scramble
for a relatively small number of quotas to be admitted to their dream
university. What a horrible war! Under this sense of insecurity, many tend to
seek help from tutors. There leaves a question worth considering: is the extra
assistance really useful to those aspiring teenagers? In this sort of teaching
classes, the number of participants is more than that in day school lessons.
As a result, the strengths and weaknesses of each one can hardly be catered
for specifically, so how can the students get great progress in studies?

Because of the bombardment of the advertisements characterized with
excellent candidates’ results in public examinations, students are easily
influenced and take tutorial courses. As a result, the quality of tutors is
overlooked. Some of them have little experience in teaching and some even
lack the necessary qualifications for teaching! How can they compare with
professional teachers in day schools? Isn’t it irrational to pay a high fee per

entirely against this principle!

53 N
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Recently, whether the Tseung Kwan O landfill should be expanded — ]
into a country park has become a controversial issue. I hold the opinion that the
park should be preserved, and the reasons are as follows.

To begin with, according to the concept of sustainable development advocated by the \
government, we have to satisfy our wants and desires without endangering the environment
and only by doing so can our city be developed well. Yet, what our government is trying to do is

Besides, by shrinking the park for a nasty landfill, the government is depriving the residents in
Tseung Kwan O of recreational space, and worse still, forcing them to live with the smell of garbage,
which will seriously deteriorate their quality of life. Isn’t it unfair to the residents?

Last but not least, I know it is a must to deal with the problem of waste disposal.
Nevertheless, can expanding the landfill solve this problem once and for all? Definitely not!

In fact, there are several ways to tackle this problem, for instance, by reducing the waste we
produce or recycling. What I am trying to say is that we don’t necessarily need more landfills
due to the increase in the amount of garbage - especially when it affects the environment
or involves the loss of recreation facilities!

All in all, expanding the landfill site is not the only way to solve
the waste problem and citizens’ quality of life should not be
compromised when dealing with this matter. Therefore,
such an unfeasible plan should be abandoned.

ndingstutorial schools ~not anuust
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month for a course of questionable quality? Not only will the naive lose
money, but, more importantly, time.

The number of people going to exam-based teaching institutes is

skyrocketing year by year, so there are lots of video classes introduced with
the end to fulfil the gigantic demand. In this situation, students have no
choice but to acquire knowledge without interaction. When they encounter
difficulties in studies, there is not a ‘real’ teacher who gives guidance to
them. Besides, the class time of tutorial lessons is vitally limited compared
with that in schools. Therefore, it is hard for instructors to clarify all
the details of every topic. Under so many constrictions, to reinforce the
knowledge base by taking those courses will only be pie in the sky.

The prime and original idea of education is to encourage all-round
development. This aim is something which can just be attained in regular
schools effectively and practically. Rarely are you able to learn how to play
musical instruments or strengthen your running speed in tutorial centres, let
alone ethical education. The extra lessons will occupy most of the time of
adolescents after school, so the opportunities in stretching their talents will
slump. It is beyond doubt that wholesome enrichment is greatly essential
for the growth of youngsters. Here, what’s the point for those students to
support tutors?

As day schools already provide sufficient, and even more than enough,
nutrients for students’ advancement, never should tutorial courses be a must
for our teenagers. It is hoped that the youth can make good use of their time
and think twice before attending exam-focused extra classes.
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‘How do I improve my English?’ It is definitely the most
asked question in school and the ultimate answer, or let’s say,
THE TIP is ‘Read more; Write more; Listen more; Speak more’.
Of course the answer is always true but, here we have another
question: How?

Undeniably, this forever young four skills training will
surely do the best job, but under the New Senior Secondary
(NSS) academic structure, is it possible for students to spend
infinite time on the training? Nowadays, after students finish
their whole day of school, many of them go to tutorial centers
before dinner time and the only time they have left would be
the 2 or 3 hours before bed. Even if the top students use it as
the study time, it doesn’t seem easy to have enough time to
do revision on what they have learnt, not to mention the four
‘hidden tracks’ in English. Now we have made studying sound
such a dilemma for students, however, it’s far too soon to call
it a dead end.

What if learning happens outside schools, tutorial centers
or even books? If students learn English out of their ‘formal
study time’, not only does it reduce their stress in learning, but it
also makes English part of their daily lives. If you would like to
give it a try, now we have a handy and inexpensive way for you:
Learning through Pop music.

Many scholars would argue that learning through songs
may limit stduents’ learning to just the listening skill. However,
to non-native speakers of English, it’s certainly more than just
that. When you listen to an English song, it is a really normal act
to look for the lyrics and listen along or even sing along, and that

e e e e et e s e ™ ™ ™ ™ ™

with no ‘stress

encourages reading and speaking to take place. It is also perfectly
normal for you to want to know more about the singers or any
information about the music you are interested in. What next?
Surf the Internet if you want to know more! That’s how we learn
English subconsciously while using it as a tool for entertainment.
As the Internet has become such a survival feature in our daily
lives, it can really be a more powerful tool to learn English with
than a bulky dictionary. As long as you are doing something
you’re interested in, you will not feel stressed to explore the
world of English.

Now, let your mobile phone stay in your pocket and spend
some time exploring the wonderful world of English while
enjoying your favourite music!

3 little tips for students to learn through listening to music:

Get on YouTube. You don’t have to take risk on downloading
anything but use the officially legal website. It’s free and you
can have something to actually look at when you’re enjoying the
music.

Keep a vocabulary book. Simply jot down words or expressions
that you come across and that’s how you ‘save money’ in your
vocabulary bank.

Succumb to your preference. Melody is surely the kick in a
song while lyrics are what help you learn better English. When
you come across any songs that you’re not really fond of either
the melody or lyrics, never mind to just skip it for the next best
thing because your interest is what helps you learn best here!

The following singers are some incredible figures in the English music industry. YouTube or
google them for a start to your new way of learning English!

oueens of Pop Dy,

Name: Whitney Houston

Country: United States

First year of debut: 1977

Albums sold worldwide: 170 million
Famous for: Her powerful and soulful
voice. According to Guinness World
Records, she is the most awarded female
artist of all time including 6 Grammy
awards. Her songs are international singing
contestants’ favourites.

Master hits: I Will Always Love You,
Greatest Love of All, You Give Good Love

Name: Mariah Carey

Country: United States

First year of debut: 1990

Albums sold worldwide: 200 million
Famous for: Her distinctive vocal
ability including her five-octave
range and whistle register (also
known as the dolphin’s pitch). She
has the most number-one singles in
the US among all female artists.
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Name: Celine Dion

Country: Canada

First year of debut: 1981

Albums sold worldwide: 200 million
Famous for: Being one of the most
influential voices in the world. Her
theme song of the movie Titanic ‘My
Heart Will Go On’ is one of the world’s
best-selling singles of all time.

Master hits: My Heart Will Go On, All
By Myself, Because You Loved Me

Name: Madonna

Country: United States

First year of debut: 1979

Albums sold worldwide: 300 million
Famous for: being the world’s most-
selling recording female artist. Her
image is considered most avant-garde
compared with the other three divas
and it often causes controversy and
worldwide phenomenon.

Master hits: Material Girl, Vogue, Don’t
Cry for Me Argentina




Students
learning English inthe coming year?
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Emma, Ho Tung, Chung (5A)

English is an international language. It is also regarded as the first language of the
world. Many people think that English is too difficult to learn and it is easy for them to feel
frustrated while learning, and so, they just give it up.

I’m very lucky as English is one of my favourite subjects. Since I enjoy learning
English, I am very willing to learn and I don’t think it is a burden for me at all.

A few years ago, I learnt English just to deal with examinations. After reading a book
called ‘A Language Lover’s Guide to English’, it does inspire me. I really enjoy learning
the language now. As you may want to read this book yourself, I am not going to tell you
what it is about. I even consider learning English is one of my hobbies now.

By the way, I still have some weaknesses in English and I really want to get better and
better. I am not good at reading and writing, so I have decided to read more newspapers
and magazines. It is useful for me to learn my writing and reading skills. Since newspapers
and magazines are not made for education purposes, they let me learn the sentence
structures that people use in real life and it is something that I can’t learn from school.

Now, let’s talk more about speaking and listening skills. I think I am doing fine with
the two skills but there is surely a lot of room for improvement. Perhaps I can also learn
them from real-life resources. For example, I can look for the videos of my favourite band
on YouTube. The more I listen to them talking and singing, the more I will be used to their
accent and speaking skills. Moreover, by watching their videos, I can better my listening
skills. What a great plan it is!

Maggie, Mei Ting, Chan (4B)

In the coming year, I have made up some plans for
improving my English. First of all, I will spend more
time to read English books, namely, novels. My goal is
to finish one book per week. Next, I want to improve
my face-to-face English communication skills. T will
speak more with teachers and classmates in English.
At the same time, I can also learn more vocabulary and
better my listening skills. Then, I will use a book for
writing book reports. Every time when I finish reading a
book, I will write a report on it including my reflection.
It can provide me with more opportunities to write in
English. Furthermore, I will listen to English songs and
read English newspapers to better my English. When
I am doing all the above, I will make good use of the
online dictionary to learn new vocabulary because it
is very convenient. Last but not least, I will work hard
on English Builder because I think there are a lot of
interesting and useful stories. Join me and let’s improve
our English together!
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My plans for learning English in the
coming year are to speak more English with
my family and watch more English TV series

also want to listen to more English songs to
train my listening skills. For speaking, I will
pray more in English and read more English
books. My grammar is not really good, so
I plan to review the grammar items I learn
every day after school. I will also spend more

homework very seriously.

your planin

yur students from
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Kitty, Lok Si, Ng (2A)

as ‘High School Musical’. I

Builder and take my English
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