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What is a flash-mob?
4A Yau Cheuk Hei

flash-mob is a sudden, seemingly random and accidental coming together of people — who then all
launch into the same action (usually a dance or a song) before they suddenly disperse and get back
to what they were just doing.
Since the first organized flash-mob in 2003 in New York City, they have evolved into a popular phenomenon
that happen in cities all over the world.

They can involve professional musicians—
as in what happened in Spain of a
seemingly spontaneous “Ode to Joy” |
playing by members from the British Army |
and Military Wives Choir in Birmingham.
They can spring out of what appears
to be one or two people dancing in a
shopping center or airport — as in a lot of
YouTube videos. There is one YouTube
video where a flash-mob in London’s
Liverpool Street Station escalate into
hundreds of people all acting together.
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Flash-mobs are used to promote new product launches, corporate events, community projects or, of course,
as an unforgettable wedding proposal! So how do you go about joining a flash-mob?

The key to a successful flash-mob is surprise — which means that secrecy is paramount when an event is
being planned. For this reason, flash-mobs are organised mostly online and through social media, or through
local choirs, orchestras and dance groups.

However, you don’t need to have a great voice, musical ability or breakdancing skills in order to participate in
a flash-mob. People can simply flash-mobbed a beach with people dressed in black tie and ball gowns. Why?
The answer is simple: why not?

The bigger events are always looking for volunteers and the best way to get involved is to monitor social
media. Simply do a search for “flash-mobs” or follow people who regularly tip off events in your area. You may
also find that once you’ve become part of one, you’ll be on emailing lists and social networks for others.

If you're not a professional dancer or actor, joining a flash-mob probably isn’t something you’ll do every week.
But it’s a brilliant thing to join once in a while, right?

It is so happy to be part of a flash-mob. Watch the faces in the crowd and you’ll see confusion turns to joy,
frowns to laughter. And, always, the applause is deafening. Why wouldn’t you want to be part of something
that does that to people?
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